
Lecture 3: 

Quality control & peer-review 

Course 501 

Writing and Communication Skills



AIMS

• Understand the how ideas are evaluated 
and communicated with a quality control. 
• Understand the process of peer-review 
and publishing of scientific articles.



What is the quality control of knowledge 
production?



Mostly in 
humanities subjects

What about the 
sciences?

Peer-Review!



What is peer-reviewing?





What is the hierarchy of written 
communication? 

The journey of a small discovery in written 
literature



Primary literature 

Peer-reviewed 
scientific articles



Primary literature 

Peer-reviewed 
scientific articles



Secondary literature 

Review articles



Secondary literature 

Review articles



Tertiary literature 

Book chapter



Tertiary literature 

Book chapter



Quaternary literature 

Books



Quaternary literature 

Books



Disclaimer

 Figures, photos, and graphs in my lectures are 
collected using google searches.  I do not claim to have 

personally produced the material (except for some). I 
do cite only articles or books used. I thank all owners of 

the visual aid that I use and apologize for not citing 
each individual item.  If anybody finds the inclusion of 
their material in my lectures a violation of their copy 

rights, please contact me via email. 

hhalhaddad@gmail.com

mailto:hhalhaddad@gmail.com

